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Australia Responds With Compassion to Ukraine
Some 14,000 Ukrainian born in 
Australia will have been delighted 
with the Australian Government’s 
generous response to their Visa 
applications for relatives from 
the Ukraine.

Australia has been granting Visas 
with great speed.    Mothers 
and elderly fathers, sisters and 
cousins have been granted 
tourist visas to come to Australia 
over the next 12 months.   

Ukraine is restricting the 
departure of males over the age 
of 18 and under 65 years, in 
order to keep up the numbers of 
possible combatants.

Many women, young and old, are 
asking to join the fray as well. 

The compassion shown by our 
border controllers is to be lauded 

and appreciated.

Mykhailo Hryb, an Austrian army 
soldier was the  first Ukrainian 
to arrive in Australia back in 
1860.   Since then the census 
department tells us that some 
5000 followed him up to WWI.

The most notable of these was 
Nicolai Miklouho-Maclay, an 
ethnographer and naturalist who 
visited Australia in 1878, and 
was responsible for the building 
of Australia’s first biological field 
station at Watson’s Bay in NSW.

The next wave of migrants 
were the post WWII displaced 
persons from camps in Germany 
in the US, British and French 
zones.   While there were priests, 
engineers, doctors, nurses and 
other tradesmen the majority 
were farmers.  At the 1954 

census, Australia recorded 
14,757 Ukrainian born people.

The cold war and Soviet occupied 
Ukraine put an end to more 
arrivals.

In 1991 the flood gates were 
opened again with the collapse 
of the Soviet Union.
Interestingly the 2016 census 
recorded 13,366 Ukraine-born 
people which was a 4.5% drop 
on the previous 2011 Census.

In 2016, the  average age of 
Ukrainian born people was 
50 years vs 38 for the total 
Australian population.  And there 
were 100 females for every 67 
males.

As far as ancestry goes, in 2016 
the census allowed for two 
responses per person and the 
Ukrainian-born reported that 
their parents were Ukrainian 
(8,964), Russian (3,686) and 
Jewish (1,526).   The Russian 
count is not surprising given 30 
years of Stalin’s russification of 
the Ukraine. 

Of the total Australian population 
in 2016, 46,186 claimed 
Ukrainian ancestry. 

The language spoken at home 
by Ukrainian-born Australians 
was Russian, (7,552), Ukrainian 
(3,248)  and English (1,981).

Immigration Minister Alex Hawke 
confirmed on Friday March 20, 
that the Federal Government has 
granted more than 4,500 visas 
to Ukrainians since 23 February 
“as part of the international 
response to the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine”.  750 have arrived. At 
least two in Ballajura.

Whilst women and children are 
free to evacuate Ukraine, men 
of fighting age must stay behind, 
many of them heading to the 

frontline.

As XRDS goes to press the 
Australian Government has 
made available a temporary 
humanitarian (subclass 786) 
visa to all Ukrainian temporary 
visa holders currently in Australia 
and those who arrive in the 
coming months.

This visa will allow people to 
work and access Medicare and 
appropriate associated support 
services and will be valid for 
three years. School-aged children 
will also be able to continue their 
education.

The Government will work closely 
with the Ukrainian-Australian 
community to ensure appropriate 
permanent visa options are 
made available to this cohort at 
an appropriate time. GOD BLESS 
AUSTRALIA!

At Mitre 10
500 Alexander Drive, Malaga   9249 2333

International arriv

Pictured Solomiia and Natalia 
Sadovyy, among the first 750 
Ukrainians arriving in Australia 
and finding safe haven in 
Ballajura, on March 22.   They 
are Fr. John Jegorow’s cousins 
from Lviv. 
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New Library and Youth 
Hub for Landsdale

HAPPY 
EASTER

From our Family
to yours

The City of Wanneroo announced 
in December that it was  
investing $7.2 million towards a 
project that will become a multi 
level designed building that will 
include a new library, a youth 
hub and several multi function 
spaces.   It will overlook the 
adjacent park and playground.

A further $3 million will 
be provided by the State 
Government WA Recovery 

Mercy Care 
Child Care

Pharmacy

Broadview Park
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Library, 
Youth Hub 
& Multi 
Function 
spaces

Plan for the Youth Innovation 
Hub.   Staged construction is 
anticipated to commence in early 
2022, with completion in late 
2023 or early 2024.

In addition to the library, the 
building will incorporate multi-
function spaces and meeting 
rooms, an innovation and IT 
hub, food/beverage tenancy and 
spaces serving other community 
amenities.
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Baptism  or  Marriage
 at  MacKillop 

Ring 9249 1247 

Married 
9378 1288

John Grygorcewicz
0412 998 579

254 Beechboro Rd
Morley

POD
IATRIST

RIGHT: Evan McGowan and Elvira 
Algeri  tied the knott at St Michael 
the Archangel Chapel West 
Leederville on Sunday March 13.  

ABOVE: Clint Ludgwick and Courtney 
Buchanan exchanged their wedding 
vows at St Michael the Archangel 
Chapel West Leederville on Sunday 
March 13.  

TOP RIGHT: Olivia Monte and James 
Cheng chose Sacred Heart Church in 
Highgate to exchange their marriage 
vows on  January 15.

Stock up
for Xmas 

in July
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80th Birthday

Pictured Centre, Norm Ross who celebrated his 80th birthday last week 
with a surprise party hosted by his family.  Family, friends and neighbours 
kept the surprise from Norm, but the last two arrivals, almost messed it up.  
Pictured Melissa Tranquille, Annette Ross, Norm Ross, Charlene Haworth and 
Daryl Ross.  

90th Birthday

Pictured Left Irene Boladeros who recently celebrated her 90th birthday 
with an afternoon bash at the Whiteman Park Pavilion.  Her siblings and 
friends from down the years and more recent MacKillop parishioners made 
it a memororable day that she is still talking about.  Pictured Michael, Debbie 
and Georgia Hooper.

Believe in the whisperings 
of God to your own heart.
St. Mary MacKillop

Covid Rules Wipe Off Smiles  

WA COVID restrictions have well and truly created difficulties for teachers and 
staff around WA.  With daily changes to the rules and children isolating, staff 
have little to smile about. Pictured at MacKillop Left to Right Canteen Manager 
Sylvia Iggleden, Maria Beaney, Kath Kilgallon, Principal Lauie Bechelli, Amy 
Pethick and Accountant Sue Haynes.
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) 9307 9998 
) 0433 036 747

Health & Fitness 
Sculptured to YOU!
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Baptisms at MacKillop

Price List
Editing from $99     Filming from $99
VHS to DVD from $27.50   LP Records to CD from $33
Slides to DVD from $3 per image
Film Transfer from $67
Bulk DVD Copies with printing from $10
WEB - www.customvideoanddvdsolutions.com.au 
Email - customvideoanddvdsolutions@gmail.com

Custom Video
and DVD Solutions

“Capturing your Vision”
6393 7298 ABOVE: A big day for Alfred and 

Sumeera  Benedict with the Baptism 
of Ellie 9yrs, Alena 5yrs,  Adrian 3 
yrs and Austin 1 yr

Amy and Michael Michalczyk had 
their son Ryan (2 years) baptised 
on March 20.
The weather was perfect when 
Xhoana and Stephen Williams 
baptised their daughter, 1 year 
old Dakota and celebrated with 
a picnic on the lawn outside the 
Youth Dungeon on March 12.

ABOVE: Noel and Lisa Jackson had 
their two girls Gracie 4yrs and Skyla 
7 yrs baptised. 
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Gourmet Bakehouse 

Ring Elizabeth 
9325 3338

Need help with your Family Law issues?
We provide 

AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL LEGAL ADVICE 
in relation to:-

Children & Parenting Issues, Care & Protection matters, Property 
Settlement, Relocation, Financial Agreements, Recovery Orders, Spousal 
Maintenance, Wills, Mediation, Restraining Orders

Level 15, 251 Adelaide Tce, Perth, 6000
info@wafamilylegal.com.au

Phone  
9231 5199  

Fax   

9227 6469  
For more information visit our website on 

www.bowraodea.com.au

The Web lists “The Gourmet Bakehouse“ as the top Bakery, of some 
10 competitors in Ballajura.   It is situated on Illawarra Crescent, 
inside the Ballajura City Shopping centre next to the recently 
reopened IGA. 

The Gourmet Bakery is a fairly typical Vietnamese style bakery with 
a great range of pies, sausage rolls and baked goods such as bread 
(various types) along with items like mud cake slices, gateaux, 
custom cake making and vanilla slices. 

According to clients “The bread tastes great, it’s moist and well 
cooked.”

Others say that it is “Good value for money, the staff are efficient and 
friendly.”

Business
Focus

The Gourmet Bakehouse, is 
a family run business. Mum 
and daughter, Kim Dong and 
Linda Tran greet customers 
while all the kneading and 
baking is done in the back 
room in the early hours by 
master baker Ba Tran.  Linda 
has less time to serve as she 
is a full time Occupational 
Therapist now, making house 
calls.  Their son is a surveyor.
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Perth North Tamil School’s 
Drummers and Dancers

The Perth North Tamil School 
was founded 27 years ago at the 
Kingfisher Community Centre and 
relocated to Ballajura Community 
College in May 2021 where up 
to 100 young people study the 
Tamil language and culture for two 
hours on Sunday afternoons.

Tamil speakers come not only 
from India but also Sri Lanka, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Mauritius, 
South Africa, Fiji and Indonesia.

It is a project of the Tamil 
association of WA Inc which 
receives some funding from the 
State Government.

Over a dozen young people 
performed traditional Tamil dances and songs at the community Christmas gathering 
“Ballajura by Twilight”. 

The young people not only have their own in-house annual celebrations, but they also travel 
to other parts of the metro area for events that bring together a variety of groups to share 
their songs and dance with each other.

In 2020 the school celebrated its Silver Anniversary and marked the occasion with a picnic 
at Whiteman Park at which the City of Swan Mayor Kevin Bailey was their special guest.  

ABOVE: Performing at the December Ballajura by Twilight are members of the Perth North Tamil 
School drummers: Back row Left to Right Nilakshan, Sethuraman, Viduran, Shankar Mani,  
Front row LR  Muhil Sangamesh, Shanmathi  Yaazhventhan,  Jaswanth Ram and Kuraliniyan; 
and BELOW dancers Left to Right Rajan  Rashmi  Shagana  Shanthosh.
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Mary MacKillop 
Principal Laurie 
Bechelli (right) 
has delighted 
the kindy and 
preprimary 
children 
with a brand 
new pirate 
ship in their 
playground. 
Young Leticia 
speaks her 
mind to the 
Principal as 
parents Mike 
and Vuwani  
Whehella and grandparents Shantha and Vas Peiris look on with interest.

Who is Anne Aly?

MacKillop Kindy Orientation

Dr Anne Aly was elected as the 
Federal Member for Cowan in 
2016.

Anne moved to Australia when 
she was two years old. Her mum 
was a nurse and her dad an 
engineer, but they both worked in 
factories in Australia before her 
dad later became a bus driver.

By her late twenties, Anne was 
a single working mother of two 
young boys in Perth. She knows 
the importance of having a 
secure and well-paid job, having 
raised her boys while working on 
the minimum wage.

Anne went on to study her Masters 
and PhD at Edith Cowan University 
and held a number of senior 
positions within the Western 
Australian Public Service. She then 
worked at both Curtin University and 
Edith Cowan University with a focus 
on counter terrorism and countering 
violent extremism.

Anne has been an advisor to the 
United Nations Counter-Terrorism 
Directorate, a Board member of 
both the Council for Arab Australian 
Relations and the Australia Arab 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
and has addressed President 
Obama’s Countering Violent 

Extremism summit at the White 
House.

Anne is also the Founding Chair of 
People against Violent Extremism 
(PaVE) a not for profit organisation 
focused on empowering communities 
to challenge violent extremism. 

Anne is now happily married to David, 
a former WA Police Officer and former 
captain of Australia’s Ice Hockey 
team.

She says “We’re always looking for 
people who are passionate about 
the northern suburbs or interested in 
progressive campaigns to join us.”

“There are lots of different ways to 
help that suit all skills sets and every 
volunteer will be given training before 
taking on a role. Simply sign up (Via 
www.annealy.com)  and a member 
of the Cowan team will be in touch 
soon”
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2022 is well and truly here and we are 
ready for what this year will bring.
As the holidays come to an end 
and we begin to get back into a 
routine, it is the perfect time to 
revisit your yearly budget and set 
some financial goals you would 
like to achieve this year.

If you need help to get started, 
try out our budget calculator on 
our website.

At Diversifi Financial Advice 
we are starting to see a lot of 
people come in with a goal of 
purchasing their first home in 
the next 1-3 years. An option for 
these clients who are first home 
buyers is to utilise the First Home 
Super Saver Scheme (a mouthful 
we know!). Scott, our Financial 
Advisor explains what the FHSSS 
is further down this email.

Our team are available to chat 
to discuss any of your financial 
needs for this year and beyond. 
Get in touch today on 1300 55 
99 49. 

Have your heard of the First Home Super 
Saver Scheme (FHSSS)
 
What is it?
Under the FHSS scheme, first-home 
buyers can use voluntary super 
contributions of up to $15,000 each 

Mary MacKillop 
Christmas Service Times 

See Back Page

financial year to assist with the 
purchase of their first home.

The key advantage is that you can 
end up paying less tax than you 
would saving for a deposit in a 
regular savings account (assuming 
your income is above a certain 
threshold).

It’s important to note that you can 
only withdraw money that you’ve 
contributed yourself to super — 
not contributions made by your 
employer.

A useful link is below by AMP if you 
are interested in learning more 
about this.
How Does The First Home Super 
Saver Scheme (FHSSS) Work? – 
AMP

As always, if you have any questions 
with your Financial situation or the 
above topic, please get in touch 
with one of the team at Diversifi 
financial Advice.

After School 
Catholic Religion Classes  

for 2022

Rose Doss  0422 057 348  or  92491247

PREP
Parish Religious Education Program

WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT DIVERSIFI
“We have used Rose’s services twice 
when we have moved home, and 
once when we were restructuring 
our mortgage.

Her in-depth knowledge and 
professionalism means that we will 
always go to Rose in the future for 
any of our financing needs.

I can’t recommend her highly 
enough.”
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Christ Thorn
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The plant experts tell us that 
we cannot be absolutely certain 
which species of thorn was used 
to make the crown of thorns 
that was placed on the head of 
Jesus. 

Over the years many varieties of 
Christ thorn have been credited 
with this dubious honour. It has 
even been suggested that the 
leaves or fronds of the date palm 
may have been used as it has 
sharp spines, is easily plaited 
and was locally available.

There are however a number of 
thorn type plants which also fit 
the description needed to fit into 
the scriptural context. One of the 
most likely being the Paliurus 
spina-
christi, 
this is a 
shrub that 
grows to 
about three 
metres
and once 
common to 
many parts 
of the Holy 
Lands but, 
strangely, 
virtually 
unknown in 
Jerusalem. 
The young stems of this shrub 
are pliable making it ideal for the
weaving of a crown of thorns.

The other possibility is the 
Zizyphus spina-Christi, a
small tree that still grows around 
the area of what is believed to 
have been Golgotha, the site of 
the crucifixion. It is reasonable 
to assume that the soldiers who 
made the crown for Christ would 
have used a spiky plant that was 
on hand and growing close by.   

All species have tough and 
pointed thorns which can 

penetrate the flesh several 
centimetres.

Thorn bushes were used to make 
rough enclosures to guard goats 
and sheep on overnight stops  to 
market or grazing pastures.  

One variety of Christ thorn, the 
Zizphus officinarum, produces 
small yellow fruits, that are 
sweet and juicy when ripe, they 
are often referred to as jujube 
berries which the Arabs call 
nabka. One can well imagine 
that jujubes would have been a 
welcome treat to travellers, as 
they came across them, they can 
be eaten fresh or dried and a 
once popular confection, known 
as pate-de-jujubes was made by 

mixing the berries with sugar and 
gum Arabic.

Members of the Christ thorn 
family have had limited
medicinal use, although a 
decoction of the roots was once 
prescribed as a remedy to fever 
and in the treatment of kidney 
stones. The popularly named
crown-of-thorns, (Euphorbia milii) 
plant that is a common feature 
in many European gardens has 
no relation to Plants found in 
the Holy Lands nor does it have 
any bearing on the crucifixion of 
Jesus.

Matthew 27:29; John 19:2

Zizyphus spina-Christi

I’m Vince Connelly MP, your local 
Liberal in Cowan.

Throughout my career as an 
Australian Army officer, I always 
sought to live out my passion for 
serving others.

When I became a local Member 
of Parliament in 2019, I made 
a commitment to serve my 
community. 

I have gotten to know many 
wonderful families, businesses 
and community groups in Cowan 
and I am proud of the many 
outcomes we have achieved 
together. 

The Morrison Government is 
working hard to build a stronger 
economy and a more prosperous 
future for all Australians.

Our plan includes keeping taxes 
low, building key infrastructure 
projects, and guaranteeing 
essential services like health and 
education.

I’m passionate about keeping 
Australia safe in an uncertain 
world. I am not afraid to stand up 
for what is right to safeguard our 
freedoms.

With your support, I will continue 
to serve our community. 

Who is Vince Connelly?
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First Friday Free Feast  

Easter Sunday April 17
8am, 9.30am &  5pm

Palm Sunday April 10
Sat    6.00 pm  
Sun   8.00am 9.30am &  5pm

 Chrism Mass Tues April 12  
7.00 pm   (St Mary’s Cathedral Perth)
Holy Thursday April 14
The Lord’s Supper         7.30pm
Altar of Repose (School Chapel) 9pm -12pm 

Good Friday  April 15 
Stations of the Cross     10.00am
The Lord’s Passion           3.00pm 
Saturday Vigil April 16
Easter Food Blessing   10.00am
Holy Saturday Vigil       7.30pm

  Last November MacKillop 
parishioner, Terry Flanagan took his 
two priests, Frs John Jegorow and 
Mark Rucci, to a free Saturday lunch 
at the nearby parish of Dianella.   
The regular lunch is organised by  
parish priest Father Ken D’Souza on 
the third Saturday of each month..  
Not only is the lunch provided but 
a chance to shed a kilo or two by 
joining in the dance that follows the 
lunch.   It is not caned music either, 
but a full blown dance band.  See pic 
on Page 29.

Frs Mark and John decided to 
do something similar at Ballajura. 
“Sometimes it is good to be a 
copycat”, said Fr John.

Holy 

Week 

Service  

Times

“We have begun hosting, on 
a regular basis, a free lunch on 
the first Friday of each month at 
12.30pm”. he added  

Everyone is welcome to come and 
enjoy the simple but hearty feast 
provided free of charge. 

The two priests prepared and 
cooked the first two lunches in 
February and March, but they do 
hope that others will step up to the 
plate and take a turn at cooking.  
Ingredients will be provided.

If you are interested in this project 
please ring 9249 1247.

The Dianella Catholic Parish (Cnr 
ALexander Drive and Grand Prom) 
have been running a free monthly 
Saturday lunch for some time 18 
months.  The average attendance is 
some 50 people each time. 

At the first two Friday lunches at 
Ballajura this year there were 25 
people in attendance each time. 

Pictured Left to Right: Serge Aumord, Alan Tha Khin and Brian Vertannis and 
Fr. Mark Rucci.

At the first Friday feast John Miranda, Maria Nguyen, Rosaleen Quinn and 
Madie Pierre.

Next Free Lunch 
on Friday May 6 

at 12.30pm

MacKillop Easter Services  

12
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Home Maintenance
For Fair Prices Ring Oleh

0458 665 335
Painting-Tiling-Repairs-Gutters Cleaned-Carpentery & more Can

do!

MacKillop Recycles 10c Containers
Covid has hit many hip pockets and MacKillop parish is no 

exception.  To boost funds the parish priest Fr. John Jegorow 
took up a recommendation from Greenwood parishioner 
Francis Barr to try out a local company called UCAN RECYCLE 
to raise the bank balance. 

“We are testing this new fundraiser by asking parishioners 
to collect 10c refundable containers and bring them to our bin 
on their way to Sunday Mass.” said Fr John.

“So far it seems to be working like charm” he added.

SIGN UP FOR A SCHEME ID

A second bin in the bottom car park enables locals to make 
money for themselves, if they do not wish to collect for the 
church.   All that individuals need to do is register with UCAN 
on the web and obtain a SCHEME ID and the funds for their 
collection will be processed directly to their nominated  bank 
account via electronic fund transfer.

  Please remove the lids. Most aluminium, glass, plastic, 
steel and liquid paperboard drink containers between 150ml 
and 3L with the 10c logo can be saved. We do accept CRUSHED 
CANS provided their 10c eligibility can be established 

Not acceptable are the 
following. 
Glass spirit bottles any 
size.  
Glass wine bottles any 
size. 
Plain milk containers 
any material or size. 
Pure cordial containers 
any material or size.

NoNOT ACCEPTABLE

ACCEPTABLE Yes

Any containers with the ten cent refund symbol on it is 
eligible.

The Bin is
Located
Beside Birds 
of 
Paradise
at the 
Catholic 
Rectory 

10 c
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ABOVE: Statue and fountain at the 
entrance to the Hindu Temple in 
Marshall Road

The Australian Government 
has responded in a very 
helpful way to  Ukrainians 
already in Australia by 
issuing them with visa’s 
for their families in the war 
zone.  Of course the men 
of fighting age are staying 
and standing up to the 
aggressors.   

Caritas Australia is 
collecting monies for the 
needy in Ukraine.  Go to 
the Web - just type Caritas 
Australia.

Find Sr. Flora and her 
sisters pictured  throughout 
this magazine. Just like 
finding ‘Wally’.  

Sister Flora told 
CrossRoads this week 
that she felt sick in 
her stomach when 
she thought about the 
invasion of Ukraine 
by Russian forces on 
February 24.    She 
says she was actually 
speaking with friends in 
Lviv on the morning of 
the invasion but neither 
side realised at the 
time that the battle had 
begun.

The autrocities 
perpetrated since then by 
Mr Putin are abominable 
war crimes.  

Can You Find Sister 
Flora and  Friends ?

God Cares About Our Every Day Needs!  

Only John, in his Gospel tells us the 
story of the wedding feast at Cana.  
Most Christians know the story well.  
Perhaps because it is so unusual.  

Jesus changes some 400 lires of 
water into wine because His mum 
asked Him to do so.  “They have 
no wine” said Mary.  I have always 
wondered if it was a fine shiraz or a 
crisp dry white.  Or maybe it was a 
sweet red or white!

Jesus had already gathered his 
disciples and they were all invited to 
this wedding in Cana which is about 
10 km from Nazareth.  We are not 
told the name of the couple or what 
was their relationship to Jesus.  Mary 
the mother of Jesus was also invited.   

Now in those days the whole 
village would attend the wedding 
celebration of one of their 
neighbours.  The party would not 

just take place over one night as is 
the custom today, but rather last for 
several days.  Everybody had to be 
catered for.   Little wonder the couple 
made a mistake with the wine order 
and so it ran out.

It is Mary who notices the 
embarrassment of the groom and 

vital deed.   The guests could have 
survived without the extra wine.   
Mary wants to save the couple from 
embarrassment.

It tells us that our everyday joys and 
sorrows are important to the saints of 
heaven.   The miracle reminds us that 
God sees to all our needs and that 
the saints intercede for us as well.  
Among the most solicitous advocates 
is Mary our mother whom Jesus gave 
to us just before dying on the cross.   
Since then she has pleaded on our 
behalf for all that we need.

Pray for us sinners now, dear Mary, 
Mother of God! 

she moves into action by asking her 
son Jesus to save the day.   When 
Jesus says he is not quite ready to 
make a public appearance, as it 
were, Mary, ignores His protest and 
just tells the stewards “Do what ever 
he tells you”.   Jesus does and the 
servants bring the water they have 
drawn to the head waiter.   It had 
turned not only into wine, but into the 
best wine served so far.   

The steward goes to the groom and 
tells him that he has in fact kept the 
best wine till last.   People generally 
do the opposite he adds.  

Later during his ministry Jesus will 
cure lepers, make the deaf hear, the 
dumb speak and the blind see again.  
He heals cripples and the paralysed. 
He will even raise a few people from 
the dead.  He will multiply the loaves 
and fishes and walk on water.  He is 
instrumental in the apostles extra-
ordinary catch of fish. He drives out 
demons from people possessed. 
Even in the garden of Gethsemane 
Jesus acts like a modern day 
cosmetic surgeon and restores 
the cut off ear of the High priest’s 
servant.

But for his very first miracle it is all 
about a very ordinary, not necessarily 

Easter
Service  
Times

At MacKillop
See 

Back Page
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Need an ATM?  
One is now available at 
The Market Place IGA

cnr Alexander Dr &
Illawarra Cres North

Jamie Clark Remembered and Honoured  

I regret to inform the Senate of 
the death late last week (March 
10 2005) of Private Jamie Clark 
while serving with the Australian 
Defence Force on operations 
as part of RAMSI, the Regional 
Assistance Mission to the 
Solomon Islands. On behalf of 
the government, and I think I can 
say all senators, 

I take the opportunity to pass 
on our condolences to his 
family and friends for their loss, 
particularly his mother, father 
and two brothers. We join them 
in mourning the tragic death of a 
highly-regarded young Australian 
who served his country with 
great distinction.

Private Clark served in the 3rd 
Battalion of the Royal Australian 
Regiment and had done so since 
2001. Apart from his operational 
service in the Solomon Islands 
he previously served in East 
Timor as part of Operation 
Citadel. Private Clark died in 
the Mount Austin area east of 
Honiara. 

An investigation has been 
carried out by police involved 
in RAMSI with assistance from 
the ADF. Without pre-empting 
the results of that investigation, 
it appears that he died after 
falling into a deep shaft while 
investigating a sinkhole. At the 
time, Private Clark was engaged 
in a routine patrol providing 
security for RAMSI’s participating 
police forces and searching for 
weapons caches.

This tragedy follows the murder 
of RAMSI police officer Adam 
Dunning last December. Private 
Clark was a member of the 
Ready Company Group, which 
had been deployed to the 
Solomons in response to Officer 

Dunning’s death. Private Clark 
had been serving in the Solomon 
Islands since January this year. 
These events serve to remind 
us of the risks inherent in both 
military and police service. We 
should never underestimate the 
dangers that service personnel 
face on deployment. Unfamiliar, 
challenging and often dangerous 
environments can pose as great 
a threat to the safety of our 
personnel as the threat of enemy 
action.

The Senate will also be aware of 
the success that RAMSI has had 
in restoring security and stability 
in the Solomons. Since the 
commencement of operations in 
July 2003, RAMSI has facilitated 
the arrest of over 900 people 
and removed more than 4,000 
weapons and approximately 
300,000 ammunition rounds 
from circulation. 

This accomplishment has only 
been made possible because of 
the hard and often dangerous 
work by police and military 
personnel conducting patrols 
on the ground. RAMSI is now 
working with the Solomon 
Islands government to improve 
governance and accountability, 
and to reinvigorate the economy. 

Private Clark’s death is deeply 
regretted by the government, 
by the Army and by all those 
associated with the mission to 
the Solomon Islands. I hope that 
his family and comrades will be 
able to draw some consolation 
from the importance and 
success of the work to which he 
contributed. 

He was part of a very important 
operation. His sacrifice will be 
honoured each time the RAMSI 
mission is remembered

Minister For Defence 
Senator Hill said

His Mother Avril then 
set about for 7 years to 
change the rules - and 
won. On January 3, 2014 
she said

But because Jamie was 
“a peace keeper” rather 

I am thrilled that peacekeepers 
would finally be recognised at the 
Canberra memorial in the same way 
as other Defence Force personnel 
had always been.

“I have been fighting this cause for 
seven years and [last] Sunday it 
was eight years since I lost my son 
and although the pain never eases, 
Jamie will now be recognised as 
a valued member of the ADF who 
served his country and lost his life 
doing so,’’ she said.

“This is a special moment for me 
and my family as it is with many 
other ADF families who lost loved 
ones and never got to see their 
names honoured.’’

than engaged in “War 
like service” he could 
not be remembered 
at National and State 
Memorials.  The Roll 
Call rules prevented his 
name being listed. 
A War Memorial spokesman 
outlined the strict rules for the 
Roll of Honour: It was reserved 
for those who have died during 
service as a member the 
Australian Defence Force, or as a 
result of that service.

They must have died during or 
as a result of service in a conflict 
classified as ‘’warlike service’’, 
and have died between the 
defined start and end dates of 
that warlike service.

As ANZAC DAY 2022 draws near 
Crossroads remembers 

our Local Hero
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My God... My God... Why have you abandoned me?                                                               
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Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelenskyy, Ukraine’s courageous leader, former actor and comedian, the sixth 
and current president of Ukraine, sees his people defending. fleeing, suffering and dying.

Let’s Support and Pray for Ukraine and Ukrainians 

Images from the Web
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 The Venezuelan Tragedy

During October 2021, several 
Venezuelan women living in 
Casa Betania, a House of 
Hospitality for female migrants 
in the Columban* parish of San 
Columbano, in Santiago, Chile, 
offered to tell their stories. Their 
identities have been changed. 
The parish also operates a House 
of Hospitality for men. 

(* The Columbans are an 
international Catholic missionary 
organisation of priests and lay 
people who reach out to the poor 
and suffering wherever they may 
be found.)

Why leave Venezuela? - The 
current situation.

According to recent reports 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
5.9 million people have fled 
Venezuela in the last few years. 

This flight from repression, 
hyperinflation, shortages of food 
and medical supplies, as well as 
essential services represents one 
of the largest displacement crises 
in the world.

The nutrition assistance World 
Food Programme of the United 
Nations says one out of every 
three Venezuelans, or 9.3 million 
people, is classified as food 
insecure. 

Children are increasingly dying 
from hunger- and malnutrition-
related illnesses. Diseases, 
formerly eradicated, such as 
malaria and cholera, have 
returned (World Vision).

The majority of Venezuelans 
arriving in neighbouring countries 
are families with children, 
pregnant women, elderly people 
and those with disabilities. Their 

journeys across more than one 
national border to safety are 
often made over irregular routes 
that leave them at the mercy of 
people traffickers, smugglers and 
illegally armed groups.

The displaced Venezuelans arrive 
with precious few possessions, 
completely exhausted and in 
urgent need of help. In many 
cases, they are in a precarious 
situation, as they lack the official 
documentation that would give 
them security of residency and 
access to services in the host 
country. 

They are, therefore, particularly 
susceptible to xenophobic 
attitudes, as well as sexual and 
labour exploitation, trafficking, 
violence and discrimination.

Host countries across Latin 
America have been generous in 

receiving the Venezuelans, but 
their ability to receive is rapidly 
reaching saturation point, their 
resources overstretched.

Ana Maria’s story

“In Venezuela, we had to wait in 
long queues to try to get some 
food or gas, or anything. There 
was no work. It was extremely 
difficult to obtain medicine. So 
my husband and I, with our small 
daughter, decided to leave. We 
left in April 2018 and journeyed 
first to Peru, where we barely 
survived for three years.

“In May 2021, we decided 
to move to Argentina. Due to 
economic problems there, we 
then decided to move to Chile, 
arriving in September 2021. 
We give thanks to God for the 
welcoming reception here in 
the parish Migrant Hospitality 
Houses.”

María Eugenia’s story 

“When I left Venezuela in 2019, 
I was reunited with my husband 
in the Peruvian province of 
Trujillo. He had gone before me 
to find a place to live. The work 
we obtained had long hours 
each day and an extremely low 
salary. We could barely pay for 
food and rent. As we were treated 
badly and experienced a lot of 
prejudice and xenophobia, we 
decided to migrate to Chile.

“My husband arrived in Chile 
two months ago, staying at Casa 
San Columbano, the House of 
Hospitality for men. I arrived in 
Chile only five days ago and am 
so grateful to be able to stay at 
Casa Betania. We are so grateful 
to God and to the Columbans for 
all the help we have been given. 
Already, we feel like we are a part 

Venezuelan 
migrants walk together 
for safety. Some have 
walked for 18 days 
before crossing into 
Columbia.  The next 
step is climbing steep 
roadways  to 12,000 
feet and freezing 
temperatures.    
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5.9 million Have Fled Starvation

of the parish family.
“On my journey here, first to Peru 
and then onto Chile, I suffered 
days of hunger, with very little to 
eat. I felt united with my fellow 
Venezuelans in our suffering, 
who had left behind families and 
often children with grandparents, 
while we sought work in other 
countries. We do not know when, 
or if, we will see our loved ones 
again.

“On the way here, especially 
as we crossed the desert and 
mountains, I saw families with 
small children having to throw 
away the few belongings they 
had. We arrived with just the 
clothes we are wearing, hungry 
and exhausted.

“But, we have a really strong 
desire to work hard, to persevere 
at all costs and take advantage 
of any opportunities that become 
available. May God bless the 

work of the two migrant Houses 
of Hospitality in this parish.”

Marcela’s story

“This is my story since leaving 
Venezuela. My three children 
had no food, nothing to eat, 
no nappies and there was no 
work. With my three children, we 
crossed into Colombia and from 
there began a seven-day trip to 
Peru. We suffered cold, heat and 
hunger during those seven days 
in order to arrive in Peru.

“I was highly emotional when 
I arrived in Peru, with great 
expectations of having a much 
better quality of life there. 
However, a great feeling of 
deception soon took over. My 
children could not even study 
in public schools, because they 
were undocumented foreigners.
“My eldest daughter suffered 
greatly, victimised by the 

xenophobia, and refused to 
leave our rented quarters for fear 
of abuse. We were called bad 
people, who had come to take 
away jobs from the locals, and 
thieves.

“After three years of surviving 

all of this in Peru, I decided to 
leave my three children with 
their father in Peru and go onto 
Chile, to try to find a better 
quality of life for us there. Once 
established in Chile, my husband 
and three children would then 
reunite with me.

“The journey from Peru to Chile 
was very difficult and it is a 
good thing that my children 
were not with me. Many people 
took advantage of the few 
possessions that we, as a group 
of Venezuelan migrants, had 
with us. We were tricked, lied to 
and swindled. We were sold bus 
tickets that never existed. We 
had to walk through the Atacama 
Desert in the full sun of day and 
the freezing cold of night.

“But when you have faith, you 
can do many things and even 
greater things yet. God never 
abandons us. I am highly 
motivated about getting ahead 
and bringing my husband and 
three children here. Faith can 
move mountains and everything 
in this life is possible.”

By Columban Fr Daniel Harding 
parish priest of San Columbano 
parish, Santiago, Chile. The Far 
East March/April 2022

Making a home in a public 
park in Santiago. Photo: St 
Columbans Mission Society

Mealtime at 
the House of 

Hospitality.
 Photo: St 

Columbans 
Mission 
Society
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Community Garden Starts Up in Ballajura     

The inaugural Busy Bee for the Ballajura Community Garden was held on Saturday February 12.   With Chain saws, rakes and spades a group of locals 
began clearing the site and launched the project that has been three years in the pipeline.  On the 18th of December the Education Department handed over 
the keys to Sam Mesiti of Community Connecting Youth (CCY).   Rotary received a $30,000 grant from Rita Saffioti and the State Government and Dr Aly also 
secured a $10,000 grant to Community Connecting Youth from Canberra.  The garden is located behind the Ballajura Police Station and across the street from 
our church.  It is supported by Rotary Club of Ballajura-Malaga, CCY Inc, Ballajura Community College, and City of Swan.  

Pictured BACK Tiaan Nolen, Leighland Eherharodl, Chris Gray, Haylu Ovens, Steven Pugh, Carol Findlay Gary Faas, Sam Mesiti, Anne Denn, Lindsay 
McDougall, Isaak Geddes, Pete Denn FRONT: Dana Duncan, Michelle Owens.  Robert Doohan & Luke Geddes (absent) Aaron Duncan.  If interested in taking 
part please ring Sam 0414 791 081.

Kids Hear and See Lenten Message     

The Ash Wednesday homily was 
one that the congregation not only 
heard but could also see.  

It has become a tradition at St. 
Mary of the Cross MacKillop Church  
for a team of young people to  assist 
the preacher with a short drama 

which makes the point that human 
beings are little less than angels 
who can be tempted to do evil things 
unless of course, they turn to asking 
for God’s grace, through prayer, so 
as to resist doing evil things.  Lent 
is that special time of prayer, fasting 

and  almsgiving that draws us closer 
to God’ 

In short, it is about bopping the 
devil when we are tempted..  Left 
to LEFT: Prep Class homily actors, 
Zakk Carulli, Logan Orge, Michael La 
Falce, Massimo Reale, Shaun Daroya 

and Sharlee Flaschi. 
Pictured ABOVE: MacKillop 

students Left to Right: Oscar 
Pellicciotti, Jaxon Robinson, Ari 
Lam, Lillia Parry, Vianna Vo and Tilly 
Symonds. 

Ring Sam 0414 791 081
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All  are welcome to the Novena 
which will include the regular 
Wednesday Mass, Novena 
prayers, Benediction and 

Anointing of the Sick

What Pope 
Francis Says

 Pope Francis on March 16 
spoke by video conference with 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch 
Kirill, a key backer of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s war 
against Ukraine. In the call, the 
two religious leaders pledged 
their respective commitments to 
securing peace.  Pope Francis 
rejected the justifications for the 
invasion as a “holy war,” saying 
“today we cannot speak like this.” 

“Christian awareness of the 
importance of peace has 
developed,” said Francis. Before 
and during the invasion Krill has 
used religious language to justify 
his support for Russia’s military 
aggression.  

“We are pastors of the same Holy 
People who believe in God, in the 
Holy Trinity, in the Holy Mother of 
God: for this we must unite in the 
effort to help peace, to help those 
who suffer, to seek ways of peace, 
to stop the fire,” Francis told the 
Russian patriarch.

“Those who pay the bill for the war 
are the people, it is the Russian 
soldiers and it is the people who 
are bombed and die,” the pope 
continued. “The Church must not 
use the language of politics, but 
the language of Jesus.”

“Wars are always unjust. Because 
the one who pays is the people 
of God,” Francis continued. “Our 
hearts cannot help but cry in front 
of the children, the women killed, 
all the victims of the war. War 
is never the way. The Spirit that 
unites us asks us as pastors to 
help the peoples who suffer from 
war.”

For 
Baptism 

or
Marriage at 
MacKillop

Ring 
9249 1247 

Celebrating Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop

MacKillop 
Novena

First Wednesday of 
the Month 

7pm - 7.45pm
May 4, June 1 & July 6

Madi 9249 9093
or Gerry

0417 187 240
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Come! Join! Ballajura Seniors
South Ballajura Community Centre

Tuesday - Thursday - Friday
Ring Maria 0417 097 486

Poet’s Corner

The wet mess was a refuge
Where miners would retreat,
From dust, heat, flies and mossies,
To tell tall tales of grief.

Of Haulpacks, Scrapers, Dozers,
Crushers and conveyors,
Drilling rigs, powder crews,
Supervisors, foremen, leading hands, 
surveyors.
Dropkicks and sidekicks,
And every “kick” between.
The cracking noise of tinnies popped,
Was music to their ears,
Another day in Paradise,
Snuffed out with ice cold beer.

It was in this Outback setting
That my “Hero” made his mark,
He’d been drilling and extracting,
Plugging and dispatching,
A mountain of Iron Ore.

The pungent smell of Gelignite,
Hung round him like a cloud
His throat parched dry with dust and 
grime,
His nostrils were on fire.

The first cold ‘tinnie’ hit the spot,
But it would take another two,
Dozens we are talking here,
Not a lazy few.

When my “hero” on his fifteenth pot,
His nostrils did distend, 
And his ears began to pop.
His eyes regained their focus,
And he hadn’t spilled a drop.

His eyes in fact were resting,
On a ‘Sheila’ tending bar,
It was ‘Sheila’ from the ‘Wet Mess’,
A ‘Princess’ from the Outback,
She hailed from Marble Bar.

And the ‘spark’ it was ignited,
When she returned his amorous 
gaze,
And when she called ‘last orders’,
My “Hero”, jeez, was he game?
Because the ‘spark’ it had ignited,
The ‘Gelly’ in his veins.

And when she rang the bell again,
To summon all to leave,
It was the miners’ cue to sing their 
song,
Which rang out, loud, and clear,
The resounding sound of mining 
men,
After a  night out on the beer.

“Nuts and bolts for breakfast,
Iron in our stew, we’ve iron in our 
bellies,
Because we’re iron through and 
through.
Are we good?  Are we good? Are we 
any bloody good?
We’re from Shay Gap, oh yes we are.”

If Testosterone was combustible,
And you could harness its great 
power,
It would blow Shay Gap, right off the 
map,
And with it, all its crew.

Now miners come, and miners go,
And some go on forever.
But the man who stole the ‘Sheila’s’ 
heart,
And put them all to shame,
Was a ‘powder keg’ from a foreign 
land,
From Galway Bay he came.

Larry O’Connor, 26/2/2021

The CrossRoads News is a not for profit 
publication of the Catholic Parish of 
Ballajura and distributed free of charge to 
the residents of the Parish.  CrossRoads 
promotes all events that help to build up 
the Community.

Ballajura Fair
Sunday August  21

at BCC 
(COVID Permitting)
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Fish Pasta Medley
Microwave Recipe 
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Cooking time 26 Mins   Standing time: 8-10 mins  Thawing & heating time: 35mins

Makes 2 x  4 servings

CrossRoads News - Building Local Bridges Between Local People

How to Prepare Fish Pasta
1. Place the onion, peppers and mushrooms in 
a large bowl. Microwave at 100% (high) for 6-7 
mins. until just softened , stirring once: drain well.  
Add fish, wine, bay leaves and parsley. Cover and 
microwave on High 6-8 mins, stirring twice.

Ingredients
450g green and white pasta shells, 
cooked and drained
1 large onion, chopped
2 large sweet peppers, seeded and 
chopped
150g sliced mushrooms
800-900g white fish fillets, skinned and 

cut in 12mm cubes
225ml dry white wine
2 bay leaves
2 parsley sprigs
Salt and pepper
Sauce
75g butter
75g plain flour

2 Strain the liquid into a large measure and make 
up to 850 ml with equal amounts of milk and 
cream.

3. For the sauce, place butter in a large bowl, cover 
and microwave on High for  45-60 seconds until 
melted. Stir in flour and microwave on High 45-60 
seconds until bubbling.  Gradually whisk in cream 
mixture. Microwave on High for 5-6 mins., whisking 
two or three times until thickened. Season.

4 Discard bay leaves and parsley from fish, then 
stir fish into half the sauce.  Assemble pasta and 
sauce in two dishes.  (see step  below) 

5. Microwave remaining fish at 50% (medium) for 
8-10 mins until heated through, turning twice. 
Stand 8-10 minutes.

6. To Thaw and serve frozen dish see step 3 below. 

Cook’s Notes
Pasta dishes are popular, filling 
and relatively inexpensive - but 
they do take time to prepare 
and cook.  Instead of making up 
enough for just one dish, cook 
double the quantities, serve half 
immediately and freeze the rest.  
When assembling start with a 
thin layer of sauce in the base 
of the dish - to prevent sticking 
underneath.  Cover the top well to 
keep it moist when microwaved.

When using cottage cheese in any 
of the recipes, it is best to drain off 
excess liquid so that the cheese is 
not watery.  Ricotta cheese can 
be used as a richer substitute 
for the cottage cheese.  Gruyere 
cheese makes a tasty alternative 
to Mozzarella.

How to assemble, freeze and serve Fish pasta medley

To Assemble, make alternate layers 
of fish sauce and pasta shells in two 
dishes, finishing with pasta. Cover 
with remaining plain sauce. Sprinkle 
with cheese, parsley and almonds.

225ml  (approx.) milk
225ml single cream (approx.)
Topping
150g grated Cheddar cheese
3tbls chopped parsley
50g flaked almonds, toasted

To freeze, cool the pasta dish, then 
chill in refrigerator. Wrap tightly in 
freezer wrap or foil. Place in a plastic 
bag and seal. Label and freeze no 
longer than 2 months.

To serve frozen Fish pasta medley-
unwrap, cover and microwave on 
Medium for 35-40 mins until heated 
through, turning dish several times.  
Let stand 8-10 mins.



23

Fujian Province
April 8 Friday   11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Ballajura Library Activities for One and All
Ballajura Public Library

9207 8686
ballajura.library@swan.wa.gov.au

CrossRoads News - Building Local Bridges Between Local People

Introduce your baby (2–24 
months old) to the joy of books, 
rhymes, songs and the library! 
Singing rhymes and songs 
together is a lovely way to bond 
with your child and will help them 
learn to talk. Sharing books, 
stories, songs and rhymes helps 
children build vocabulary and 
develop the essential language 
and listening skills to prepare 
them for school.
All members of the family can 
join in the fun - including dads.

Want to practice your English 
speaking skills, get to know new 
people and feel empowered 
within your community?
Let’s Talk is a free drop in 
program for people of all 
backgrounds and English levels, 
whether you’ve been learning 
English for twenty years or two 
months.

Computer 
& Tech Help
Tuesday APRIL 26 10.00am -12.00PMCraft Club

Thursdays  9:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Nature Know How
May 9 Monday  3.30PM - 4.30PM

Join Fran Kininmonth to discover 
the lush environments and 
amazing Hakka Round Houses 
of the Fujian Province in south-
eastern China rarely visited 
by Australian tourists. Spaces 
limited ring 9207 8686 

Come enjoy some tea and coffee 
while you put your creative skills 
to work. Bring your friends and 
meet new people that share your 
love of craft.
Share your skills and learn 
new ones with craft such as 
scrapbooking, knitting, collage, 
colouring, drawing and more.
Suitable for adults aged 18 years 
and over.
Beginners are welcome with 
some starting materials provided. 
Please book in advance as 
spaces are limited at this time.  
Online or 9207 8686

Let’s Talk
APRIL 1 Fridays  1:00 PM- 2:30 PM

Rhymetime
Wednesday 10:30 AM -11.00AM

After School  Catholic Religion Classes 
 Every Wednesday 
3.45pm to 4.45pm

at Mary MacKillop 
Information  Ring Rose Doss

0422 057 348

Learn how the age of a tree 
can affect its usefulness for 
wildlife and make an artificial 
shelter to mimic the value of 
old trees. Explore the value of 
old trees to wildlife. Learn how 
we can support fauna in areas 
without old trees and established 
vegetation by adding artificial 
habitat and shelters onto trees 
to ‘age’ them. make an artificial 
wildlife shelter to take home and 
install in their patch.

Suitable for all ages.

A monthly Computer and Tech 
help at Ballajura Library. Skilled 
facilitators will support you 
in your technology learning 
journey with no question too 
silly or simple. Bring along your 
device where possible although 
devices can also be provided. 
Everyone is welcome, particularly 
those with limited experience 
and knowledge of computers 
and technology.  Book to avoid 
disappointment 9207 8686

Check Days and Times for 2022

Check Days and Times for 2022

Check Days and Times for 2022

Ballajura Fair
Sunday August  21

at BCC 
(COVID Permitting)
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Safeguarding Induction for Church Workers    

Some good came out of 
the Djokovic fiasco.   It took 
his parents’ loud protests 
against their champion 
son’s mistreatment to shine 
the spotlight on Australia’s 
shameful treatment of 
refugees and asylum seekers.

Djokovic was inconvenienced 
for a few days and 
he had a glimpse of 
what human beings 
experience because 
of Australia’s 
shameful refugee 
policies.

Some refugees 
have been kept in 
confinement for 
almost nine years!    Mehdi 
Ali, a 24-year-old refugee from 
Iran detained in the same 
Park Hotel, told Amnesty 
Australia, “the air inside my 
room is a jail, a misery that 
has been chasing me for 
almost nine years.” 

Amnesty  spokesperson said 

The  Catholic Church of Perth is committed to 
providing a safe and secure environment for all its 
members, leaders, and especially its children and 
adults at risk.   To this end, on-going training is 
provided at the local parish level,

20 MacKillop Church workers attended a 2-hour 
safeguarding induction lecture presented by Diane 
May from the Safeguarding Office.   All workers, 
both paid and unpaid will be required to complete 
the program which is expected to be available 
on the web.  Participants met at Charis House 
(Presbytery)  to avail themselves of  air conditioning 
as it was another hot day and afternoon.  Pictured 
at the Safeguarding Induction (left to right) are 
Helen Imlay, Sue Faulds, Basil Musca, Debbie 
Hooper and Diane May. 

The Djokovic Fiasco    
“If something positive can 
come from the Djokovic saga, 
it is that a global spotlight has 
again shone on this dreadful 
situation which is in violation 
of international law and which 
has seen the suffering and 
death of people whose only 
‘crime’ was to seek safety on 
Australian shores.” 

“Whether it’s within our 
borders in the so-called 
‘alternative places of 
detention’ [APODs] or in 
Nauru, people trapped 
indefinitely in this brutal 
system are suffering. They 
can’t work, send their kids to 
school, play the sports they 
love, access health care or 

plan for their futures. And 
many suffer trauma and 
illness every day because 
of their experiences in 
detention.” 

“These people have fled some 
of the most dangerous places 
on earth, and they have a 
right to freedom, safety and 

a bright future for 
themselves and 
their families. 
They are doctors, 
musicians, 
marketing 
executives, social 
workers, and 
athletes. They 
need our urgent 
help. Australians 

can’t stand by any longer while 
politicians turn a blind eye to 
people’s suffering.” 

“There are other options. 
Amnesty has worked to get 
people to Switzerland, to 
Canada, and to support them 
to resettle in the US. New 
Zealand has offered to take 
150 refugees a year, for the 

past five years. We call on 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
to end this unjust system, 
accept New Zealand’s offer 
and allow people to finally 
begin to rebuild their lives.”
 
The Australian Government 
has been sending people 
seeking asylum by boat to 
facilities in Papua New Guinea 
and Nauru since 2012 in 
a policy designed to deter 
and punish those seeking 
protection. 

There are approximately 40 
people still being held within 
the Park Hotel ‘Alternative 
Places of Detention’ (APODs) 
which are hotels or motels 
used by the Government to 
house immigration detainees 
instead of larger facilities. 
There is no clear explanation 
why these men continue to be 
locked up in APODs, indeed 
many have been released also 
without explanation.  Let us 
speak up for them with our 
politicians.



25

Other Countries & Cultures
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Mums - A Priceless Treasure 
Mum, mama, madre or mutter: it 
doesn’t matter what language as 
it all translates to love. 

So, Mother’s Day?  Not quite 
sure what this means for most 
women. I know for me, a mum 
of two daughters aged six and 
eight that so far it hasn’t meant 
a day of R & R.  With early risers, 
6.30am is the latest I sleep 
in. It does, however, mean a 
coffee in bed and tiny hands 
(and not-so-pitter-pattering feet 
down the hallway) delivering the 
newspaper before a mad dash 
to brunch, then lunch, and lastly 
dinner to celebrate all mums in 
our large Italian clan.

During these get togethers the 
younger mums (I still consider 
myself young at 41) spend most 
of their time rushing around the 
table in between courses and 
hushing rowdy children back 
into their seats where they can 
quietly reconnect with iPads and 
iPods and the mums, well, let’s 
be honest, they look like they 
need a rest.

They’re probably exhausted from 
all the retail mania that precedes 
Mother’s Day to find the ‘perfect’ 
gift for their own mums, mother-
in-laws, grandmothers, sisters, 
sister-in-laws, and friends who 
are mums or mums-to-be! Which 
gets me thinking: why, how and 
for whom did this day for mums 
eventuate?

According to the font of all 
wisdom, Wikipedia, modern 
Mother’s Day began in the 
United State in 1908 after Anna 
Jarvis started a campaign for a 
day to honour mums following 
a memorial service to her own 
peace-activist mother. 

In 1914, the second Sunday of 
May was proclaimed a national 
holiday of tribute to mums in the 
US. By the early 1920’s however, 

companies like Hallmark were 
gaining a nice little profit from 
Mother’s Day, which Anna Jarvis 
felt undermined the whole 
sentiment of the day. Wasn’t 
it supposed to be a time for 
loved ones to write letters of 
thanks, praise and gratitude to 
the mothers in their lives, not 
to shower them with gifts? So 
annoyed, she even tried to have 
the day rescinded.

Other countries and cultures 
have adopted Mother’s Day, 
sometimes to celebrate existing 
days honouring mothers or on 
significant religious dates, such 
as Marian Feast days held in May 
to mark the life of the Mother 
of Jesus, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, in the Catholic Church. 
The Immaculate Conception 
Feast on December 8 officially 
marks Mother’s Day for people in 
Panama.

In Iran, Mother’s Day falls on 
the sixth month of the Islamic 
calendar (lunar calendar), 
commemorating the birthday  
anniversary of Fatimah,  Prophet 
Muhammed’s only daughter in 
Shia Islam orthodoxy.  In Israel 
Mother’s Day falls on Shevat 30 
of the Jewish calendar (between 

January and March) to mark the 
date children’s right champion 
Henrietta Szold died.

In Australia, gift-giving on 
Mother’s Day became popular 
in 1924 after Sydney woman 
Janet Heyden started a tradition 
of visiting the Newington State 
Home for Women. Her visits 
gained local community and 
government support through 
gifts and donations to the often 
lonely mums on Mother’s Day.
Which brings us back to why we 
celebrate Mother’s Day? I know 
it’s not for the gifts ( I mean how 
many foot spas can a woman 
go through!)  I think for me, it’s 
really about appreciating being 
a mum and having a mum: not 
only my biological mother but the 
women in my life who mother me 
and nurture, guide and inspire 
me to be a better mum.  It is 
about my husband too: his part 
in bestowing and sharing the gift 
of motherhood to and with me. 
It is about my girls and those 
handmade pasta necklaces that 
are really priceless. I’ve kept 
every one. And most of all it’s 
about love: the love of a mother 
for their child. Motherhood is a 
blind love and a leap of great 
faith. Before our child is even 
conceived, we fall in love with 

him or her. It is blind love that 
carries us through nine months 
of nausea, reflux, varicose veins 
and (shhhh don’t tell anyone) 
haemorrhoids, to arrive at spine-
numbing contractions, 12 hour 
labour and what feels like hours 
of pushing….until it ends and 
begins at that take-your breath 
away moment when your child 
is born; when you touch skins 
and you hear that cry, see those 
eyes and trace the shape of your 
child’s brow for the very first 
time.

From that moment on, love 
is everywhere and it touches 
everyone.  Ever noticed how 
older people light up when they 
see a baby? It’s because they 
know children have the power 
to heal, to evoke change for the 
better and to give great hope. 
They really are a package sent 
from heaven- despite all the 
crying, pooing, vomiting and 
peeing. And being a Mum to 
this precious bundle is truly the 
greatest gift and one which we 
should celebrate every day.
Mother’s Day will be celebrated 
May 8th 2022. 

This article appeared in the 2022 
Autumn issue of The Majellan by  
Rebecca DiGirolamo.

Treasured Mums Left to Right: Jane Pereira, Sinead McCloskey, Yaryna Biletska  and  Melissa Slattery
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Returned to the Father

Need a Catholic Priest 
to conduct a personalised 

funeral service for your 
loved one?

Ring   9249 1247
Fr Mark 0437 830 073
Fr John 0419 969 198

By Fr. John Jegorow   
Fr. Joseph Francis 

Walsh, known as Fr. Joe, 
lost his battle with cancer 
on Tuesday February 2nd 
at 10.30am at Bethesda 
Hospital  Claremont.  He 
was born in Tuam, Galway 
county Ireland on the 21st of 
January 1952 and ordained 
in Dublin on 13th June 1976. 
He served the Archdiocese 
of Perth for 46 years at the 
parishes of the Cathedral, 
Leederville, Osborne Park, 
Northam, Gingin-Chittering, 
Nollamara,  Subiaco and 
All Saints Chapel in the 
city.  Our paths first crossed 
at the Cathedral, as young 
assistant priests together 
with Fr. Bryan Rosling former 
parish priest of Yangebup.  
We were a formidable trio 
and RPH chaplaincy was our 
chief task.  Fr. .Joe having no 
classmates in Perth, ‘joined’ 
the 1974-75 ordination 
group.

Fr. Joe returned to Ireland 
in 1984 to undertake 
the position of Vocations 
Director and fund raiser 
for All Hallows Seminary, 
Ireland. He returned in 
September 1990.   He 
served at Gingin-Chittering, 
then took a sabbatical. After 
an 8 year term in Nollamara  
as parish priest he was 
appointed in 2001, as Parish 
priest of Subiaco where 
he beautifully restored the 

Pamela Caspersz

Pamela Louise 
Caspersz nee Berenger, 
was born in Nawalapitiya, 
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) 
on November 14th 1940. 
She died on January  13,  
aged 82 at the Hellenic 
Community Aged Care. 

Her mother died when 
Pam was 4 years old.   At 
the age of 14 she worked 
at the local gambling 
stalls for two years, 
before meeting her future 
husband Hilarion (Hilary).

Pam and Hilary moved 
to Victoria in 1969 with 5 
children and then a year 
later to Karratha WA.

She is the daughter 
of Conrad Berenger and 
Phyllis Dias. Sister to Earl 
Berenger, (RIP). Cassie 
Berenger (RIP), Vilma 
Arendtsz (RIP) Conrad 
Berenger, Zelma Chelliah, 
Hilary Berenger (RIP) and 
Larraine Tscoulas.

She is mother of 
six - Jacqui Andree, 
Elsie Russell, Vanessa 
Dorotich, Michelle Cooper 
(RIP), Jerome Caspersz 
and Amarella Mance-
Gogilis (born in Dampier 
WA).   Pamela was a 
grandmother to sixteen 
children and Great 
grandmother to fourteen. 

Therese Francoise Camille 
was born on September 
5, 1926 and died on 
December 8, 2021, aged 
95 years.
Her Husband Marcel 
predeceased her.  She is 
the mother of Michael, 
Phillip (RIP) Allen, 
David, Geoffrey, Jane 
Doherty and Roy.  She 
is grandmother to 19 
children and also Great-
grandmother to 19. 

Fr. Joseph Walsh

Therese Camille

church and presbytery.  He 
also created a 40 year nest 
egg by replacing a small 
parish hall with a medical 
facility and underground 
parking bays.

He served as Chaplain 
to the RAAF and Western 
Australian Prisons and was a 
constant visitor and source 
of comfort to patients at 
St. John of God Hospital in 
Subiaco.

Fr. Joe was a very 
effective chaplain to young 
people by establishing youth 
groups and a vibrant Sunday 
youth Mass in the Subiaco 
church which attracted 
young people from all over.

While he was Parish 
Priest of Subiaco he 
contributed to the heritage 
of this State by honouring 
Bishop Salvado. Firstly, he 
established a ‘Camino’ that 
has gained popularity.   A 
walking tour from Subiaco 
to New Norcia.  A unique 
venture that again highlights 
his entrepreneurial skills.   
As part of the Camino 
project he commissioned  a 
prominent life size statue 
in Salvado Road Subiaco, 
of  the pioneer Benedictine 
Abbott who was committed 
to the welfare of our 
indigenous people. 

On Thursday February 10th 
I attended the funeral of Fr. 
Joe Walsh at St. Joseph’s 
Church Subiaco along with 
1000 family, friends and 
parishioners.  In the past 
three years Fr. Rosling, 
Emeritus Archbishop Hickey 
and myself have regularly 
hosted an evening meal 
to which we invited Fr. 
Joe and other priests as 
well.   I thought I knew Fr. 
Joe as a result of these 
gatherings but at the funeral 
I discovered how little I 
actually knew.

I discovered so much more 

about Fr. Joe by listening 
to his friends at his wake.   
The first was a young man 
of Indian background, Rod 
Pereira, who told me that 
back in his university days 
he and a small group of 
student friends decided to 
do something for the hungry 
people of Kolkata (Calcatta).  
They formed a committee, 
sought Fr. Joe’s help and in 
no time had raised $80,000. 
Rod then travelled to Kolkata 
and sought the help of the 
Daughters of Charity to set 
up their project of feeding 
the hungry.   His efforts fell 
in a heap and after three 
days of despondency he 
rang Fr. Joe who responded 
immediately, travelled to 
India, came to the rescue 
and guided the tricky 
establishment of the 
ambitious project.   Since 
2005, 100,000 people have 
been fed.   

Another person I listened 
to was Denis Glennon the 
father of Claremont serial 
killer victim Ciara Glennon 
who told his story of how 
fellow country man, Fr. Joe 
visited himself and wife Una 
after the tragic abduction 
of their daughter back in 
1996.  Fr. Joe brought a 
meal to that first meeting 
and continued to support 
the family over the next 27 
years.

A one time prisoner, Troy 
Mercante, told me that when 
Fr. Joe was first charged by 
the police he kept in regular 
daily contact with him. Troy 
also appointed himself as Fr. 
Joe’s 24/7 “Uber” driver.  To 
him it was pay back for the 
countless visits that Fr. Joe 
made on a fortnightly basis 
while Troy was behind bars 
and in solitary.  Prisons are 
all on the edge of suburbia 
and take up at least 2 hours 
of travelling time, but Fr. Joe 
would even drive Perth-
Albany in the one day to 
make a visit each month to 

his friends in prison.

The last 5 years have 
been dotted with sad and 
troubling events happening 
among the Catholic priests 
of Perth, Australia and the 
world.  The Fr. Joe saga 
was one of them and is 
extensively documented 
in the media.  Who would 
want to navigate ‘the barque 
of Peter’, as the church is 
affectionately known, in 
these troubled times.  May 
Joe Rest in Peace.   

crossroadsnews@bigpond.com - 9249 6507
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Carmelina Fantozzi Margaret MirandaJean Perrine Fortunata CampioneAntonio Rodriguez

Fortunata Campione  
(9-03.1934 - 18-10-
2021). She married 
Gaetano who pre 
deceased her.  They 
raised six children. 
Angela Longo &(Paul), 
Maria &(Mark) Ashdown, 
Joe & (Colleen) 
Campione, Frank & 
(Elaine) Campione, 
Rosie Campione (RIP) 
and Robert &(Rosalie) 
Campione.  Their ten 
grandchildren include 
Katrina & Christopher 
Longo;  Matthew 
Ashdown;  Anthea, 
Shayna, Elsie,  Caelan,  
Isabel,  Aaron &  Lucas. 
Their one great grandchild 
is Lilliana. 

Carmelina Fantozzi nee 
Lauri, was born on the 
10th of December 1933 
and died on January 9th 
2022 aged 88 years.
Daughter of Adelaide 
Nappi and Mario Lauri. 
Sister to Michelina and 
Luigi (RIP). Sister-in-law 
to Cristofaro (RIP) and 
Rosa (RIP). Wife to Angelo 
Fantozzi (RIP). Mother 
to Tom (RIP), Susie and 
Mario. Mother-in-law to 
Alan, Shelley  and Angie 
Nonna to Marc, Ashleigh, 
Amy, Sam, Tom, Damon 
and Dylan. Bisnonna to 
Owen.

Margaret Miranda nee 
Dickson-Baviah was  
in born Kayan, Perak 
Malaysia, on the 24th of 
October 1958 amd  died 
on the 23rd of January 
2022 aged 63. 
Daughter of Dickson 
Baviah and Cyrilla Pereira.
Sister to Alex Dickson 
Baviah, Ignatius Dickson 
Baviah,  Philip Dickson 
Baviah and Anne Dickson 
Baviah. 
Wife to John. Mother 
to Fabian &(Claudine), 
Gabriel &(Marissa) and 
Amy &(Joshua Rao)
Grandmother to Anthony, 
Jullian and Calvin.

Antonio Rodriguez, a 
painter-decorator, died on 
Tuesday Jan 4, aged 79 
at Sir Charles Gardiner 
Hospital after suffering 
several falls.  He was born 
in Madrid and arrived in 
Australia in 1967.  He 
is the son of Segundo 
and Matilde Hernundez.  
His wife is Rose Prieto.  
Their children are 
daughter Rose De Rossi 
and two boys Anthony 
and Richard.  Antonio’s 
grandchildren are Joshua 
and Dylan De Rossi; 
Alexandra, Madeleine, 
Sophie and Sabastian - all 
Rodriguez.

Jean Raymond du 
Buisson Perrine died on 
January 16th aged 87. 
His son Jean-mic Perrine 
is the design architect of 
Mary MacKillop Church.  
Jean is survived by his 
second wife Francine.  

  Together with his first 
wife Marie Teresa and 
three boys, Jean moved to 
Australia from Mauritius 
in 1973.    

In their later years they 
lived in Landsdale.  When 
Marie Teresa fell ill, Jean 
nursed her til her death.  
Later he remarried 
Francine and they moved 
to live in Wembley. 
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 People in Focus
Children’s Liturgy Team Celebrates

Support for MacKillop International

“Find Happiness in making others Happy”

Thanks to several dedicated mums (some pictured), MacKillop children participate in their 
version of the Scripture readings at the Sunday 9.30am Mass.  It gives our children a chance to 
listen to God’s message in the scripture at their level of interest. It is great to see that some of the 
older young people help as well. This is NOT Sunday school as our Protestant brothers and sisters 
like to call it.  The Catholic version of Sunday School is WEDNESDAY SCHOOL at 3.45pm at Mary 
MacKillop!  Now tagged ‘PREP’ (Parish Religious Education Programme). Pictured BACK. Maya 
Chokolich, Taryn Prior, Jaxon Prior, Dennise Imms,  Sue Alphonso and Priscila Artur. MIDDLE Emily 
Imms, Jazmin Prior, A-Lise Fetaomai, Jaydon Prior, Eljae Arthur and Summer Chokolich. FRONT: 
Michael Imms, Siyana Carzon, Adrianna Carzon and Remmus Chokolich.

Each year MacKillop students raise funds for various charities.   The work of the Josephite 
Sisters in Timor Leste were one of  the beneficiary of their efforts in 2021.  $2154 was raised for 
a learning centre in Timor. PICTURED:  Year six students present the cheque.  Sister Madi, Sienna 
Hornbuckle Yr 6,  Sophie Ray Yr 6,  Sisters of St Joseph Regional Leader Sister Brigitte Sipa RSJ 
and Maree Riddler RSJ.

Christmas Angels

Off to School in 2022
RIGHT: Anna 

Sadova’s first day 
at MacKillop Kindy 
with mum and dad 
Oleh and Galyna. 
BELOW Denise 
Imms and her 
twosome Michael 
and Emily. 

No Christmas pageant is complete without angels Left 
to Right Sienna Raimondi and Arianna Pariongo.
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Fr Mark Leads ‘Orienteering’ Sessions
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People in Focus

Decorations For Christmas

On Saturday 
November 27, Fr 
Mark, with the help 
of Cora D’Souza, 
Anna Prestipino, 
Priscilla Arthur, 
Carmelita and Geoff 
Williams (Pictured 
STANDING LEFT), 
ran two ‘Orienteering 
sessions’.  The 
first around our 
Church and the 
second around 
Whiteman Park. The 
Altar Servers  Day 
consisted of learning 
the art of serving a 
scrumptious lunch 
and orienteering 
in Whiteman Park. No prize for guessing who was most worn out -  adults or the young people.  Pictured young people ABOVE BACK: Left to Right William 
Nguyen, Eljae Arthur, Matur Matur Awan, Isabella and Bianca D’Souza, Alban Pham, Kharztein Castroverde, Joshua Rossi. Athulie Nguyen, Miss Awan, Peter 
D’Souza, and Joseph Pham FRONT: Gino Hwangbo, Ryan Kyaw, Orazio La Falce and Rowan Rossi. Absent - Ari Lam.

PICTURED ABOVE LEFT to RIGHT at Charis House assembling the Christmas candles 
to create a touch of festive ambiance in church for Christmas.  Louise Commisky,  Orazio 
Falce, Andrea Ngo, Helen Imlay, Ruby Rousetty, Nancy Stilitano, Rose Doss and Christina 
Falce.  Meanwhile in the Church Geoff Williams, Michael Cottone, Mario Fiaschi and 
Gerry Ryan used the sizzer lift to clean up the spider webs and dust and make way for 
candles and tinsel.

Food, Music & Fun

ABOVE: Dianella’s parish priest has hosted a free Lunch 
to all comers on the third Saturday of every month since 
the start of 2021 and inspired the Mary MacKillop parish 
to follow suit. The MacKillop free lunch at 12.30pm, is on 
the first Friday of each month after the noonday Mass.  As 
yet, unlike Dianella, MacKillop has no live music to dance 
away the calories after the meal.  Pictured Fr. Ken D’Souza, 
saxophonist Stephen Chin, Patrick Galway, Gilbert,  Singer 
John O’Brien, Bass Guitarist Gema and Keyboard player 
Brian Slyth.

LEFT:  Fr. Mark shares words of wisdom with the Year 1 
class at Mary MacKillop Primary school.

He Has the Whole World in His Hands
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Ballajura by Twilight - Xmas Celebration

The December 4 gathering at the Library precinct between 4 - 8pm included something for everyone: •Rotary sausage sizzle and drinks •Father Christmas 
•The MacKillop Choir •The Tamil School performers •Lions Christmas Cake stall •Ballajura Seniors Association craft stall •Santa mailbox •Photo booth 
•Yarn bombing •Silent disco •Craft activities •Virtual reality gaming  •a snow machine •Xmas Fairies Emma and Holly  •Ice sculptor Jenna Smith.

At the Keyboard Delia Perera, with the MacKillop Carollers,  
Helen Imlay, Jim Pires, Betty Gilmore, Maria Divilly, Adeline 
Chia, Jasmine, Lenny White and Gabrielle Hoareau.
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Easter Services at MacKillop
Ishek  the  Donkey 

is  coming  
on  Palm Sunday

Easter 
Sunday 
April 17

8am, 
9.30am &  

5pm Adam Eve

Palm Sunday April 10
Sat    6.00 pm  
Sun   8.00am 9.30am &  5pm

 Chrism Mass Tues April 12  
7.00 pm   (St Mary’s Cathedral Perth)
Holy Thursday April 14
The Lord’s Supper         7.30pm
Altar of Repose (School Chapel) 9pm -12pm 

Good Friday  April 15 
Stations of the Cross     10.00am
The Lord’s Passion           3.00pm 
Saturday Vigil April 16
Easter Food Blessing   10.00am
Holy Saturday Vigil       7.30pm


